EDITORIAL COMMENT

By Reuven Bar-Levav, M. D.

I have received two items in the mail one day, a couple of weeks ago, the

May 5th issue of Detroit Medical News with my editorial, "Chains of Gold" in

it, and the April, 1975, issue of Michigan Medicine. On page 220 of Michigan

Medicine I found an interesting article entitled, "After One Year of Work, MSMS
Negotiating Committee To Recommend Non-Participation'". The MSMS House of
Delegates authoriied its Negotiating Committee with third-party carriers to
immediately collect "non-participation proxies'" from all MSMS members, to be

held by MSMS, and to be executed only if an impasse develops. This recommendation

and the article in Michigan Medicine deserve':carefiil:éoﬁéidgfatiori%rana pos1t1ve

action. Every physician in Michigan will do well to weigh his own response when
he is called upon to be willing to give up the "Chains of Gold" for the preservation

of medicine.

Our profession is being tested. Each of us will have to conside:; not only his
own welfare in the short run, but that of medicine and even his own best interestsA
in the long run. United we stand, divided we fall. This is as true today as it ever
was. _This is the old and tested concept that factory workers and union oxganizers
have always understood, but which is somewhat strange to physicians. "We must
learn the importance of this principle, however, and learn it soon, if we are to

maintain the practice of good medicine in our State and in this country.



